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 Letter from Vicar 

Life in Christ in the midst of Pandemic 

Greetings to all in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

A pandemic is basically a global epidemic, an epidemic that spreads to more than 

one continent. Now we have almost completed two waves of Covid 19 pandemic, 

and fearfully waiting for the next waves.  Every nook and corner of the world, it is 

being discussed about how to overcome this pandemic, but all our discussions 

and inventions reveal our limitations. The Holy Bible gives the answer to 

surmount the present scenario.  Life in Christ empowers us to face all the 

struggles and perils in our life. Therefore I would like to share some thoughts 

about this topic.  

Jesus’ question “Who do you say I am?” (Mk. 8:29) is an abiding invitation to 

everyone or community to answer in a fresh way. The Jewish community gave 

answer to Jesus’ question basically in terms of one of the prophet who lived in the 

past (i.e., John the Baptist, Elijah or any of the prophets).  Peter (and his 

companions) recognized Jesus as Christ (the anointed one) – in terms of the past 

and future fused into the present. Peter’s affirmation depicts his experience in 

Jesus Christ. Peter knows Christ thorough Christ’s preaching, teaching and the 

ministry of healing. 

Kingdom of God is the central message of Jesus Christ. When Jesus entered the 

Palestine scene with the proclamation: The time is fulfilled, the Kingdom of God is 

at hand, repent, listen to the good news” (Mk 1:15) the Jews understood 

something of its meaning. The preaching of Jesus was concerned primarily with 

the Kingdom Of God, for everything He said and did was ultimately related to this 

overriding and urgent concern.  The kingdom is the referent of most of his 

parables (Mt.13:1 - 52; 18:21 – 35; 22: 1 – 14; 25:1 – 13; Mk. 4:26 -29); the 

subject many of his aphoristic sayings. It is also the content of the symbolic 

actions which form so large a part of his ministry: his table fellowship with tax 
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collectors and sinners (Mk. 2: 15 – 17; Lk. 15: 12 – 22) and his healing and 

exorcisms. Jesus’ communion with all the people demonstrate in action the 

presence of the kingdom of God, that is of God’s unconditional and wholly 

forgiving love for sinful humankind; and he explicitly interprets his miracle as 

‘sign’ that the Kingdom of God has come and has put an end to Satan’s oppressive 

rule.   

When we meditate the theme ‘life in Christ in the midst of pandemic’ we should 

be ready to accept the values of kingdom of God in our lives. That life gives more 

importance to, sharing, caring, forgiving, restoration of relationships, justice, 

peace etc. then we will have abundant life in Christ.  May the Almighty God help 

us to lead a life in Christ in the midst of pandemic. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. Shiju Samuel  
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Organisations 

Sunday School: All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness. (2. Timothy: 3: 16) 

We send our children to school regularly to study the prescribed syllabus 

because we consider education to be very important for our children to 

survive in this secular world. There is no doubt in it. As a believer we are 

called to develop and learn about spiritual aspects. For that the Holy Scripture 

is given to us for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training our coming 

generation in righteousness. As the Lord said to us “Seek first his (God’s) 

kingdom and his (God’s) righteousness, and all these things (secondary, that 

we are searching first) will be given to you as well (St. Mathew: 6: 33). What is 

our priority, Lord or world? If you consider Lord and His word, please bring 

your children every Sunday to Sunday school. The most precious gift from us 

to our children would be to introduce and show them their true Creator. 

Youth Fellowship: “…while he was still young, he began to seek the God of 
his father….” (2 Chronicles 34: 3).  

These words are talking about Josiah, one of the kings of Judah in Jerusalem. 

He was twelve when he became the king of Judah. The noteworthy and 

commendable quality about him was that he began to seek the Lord of his 

father in his youth. How about our youth? They are away from their father’s 

God. What has happened? We must examine our lives. Dear youths, this is a 

platform for you to gather together and express your views and ideas and have 

biblical discussions  for your spiritual nurturing. “Remember your Creator in 

the days of your youth,” (Ecclesiastes: 12: 1) 

Choir: “Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful 
songs.” (Psalms: 100:2) 

 Choir is an inevitable part in the worship. We are a blessed church to have the 

book of Hymns and Lyrics that have around thousand songs in it. The choir has 

a significant and an elevated role in our worship for which they have a 

separated place and a dress code. All choir members are dedicated for this 

service by the oath before God, but there is a tendency to ignore the oath and 
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forget our God. Please serve the Lord with the blessing that we received from 

the Lord. 

Women’s fellowship: “Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be 
taken away from her”. (Luke: 10: 42)  

In Jesus’ time, women were widely accepted and in the first church they took 

many vital roles in the growth of churches. They lay the foundation of a family, 

church, society, and a nation. In order to serve in many roles, they must be 

enlightened by the word of God. Women’s fellowship is the forum for our 

women to study and understand the word of God and share their feelings and 

nurture each other in Christian faith. Let us gather together without fail and 

continue to study the Holy Scripture. 

Men’s Fellowship: “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul, The 
ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous, They are more 
precious than gold; than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, 
than honey from the comb”. (Psalms; 19: 7, 9,10) 

This is a platform for our men to have a closer fellowship and to equip 

themselves to lead the church, to study the word of God, and to pray together. 

Today the church needs more lay leadership to be part of the church ministry. 

It is not a waste of time to spend time for a fellowship and Bible study. Rather 

it is a blessing that will manifest in sound wisdom to support your personal 

life, family life, official life, social life, and spiritual life.  
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Lectionary for Jul 2021 
 

 

04 Jul 2021 Sunday, 2:30pm – Matins Service in Malayalam 

Theme: Stewardship: Transparency and Accountability 

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

1st Lesson Exodus 36: 2-7  Varghese John 

Psalm 116: 12-19 Joyan Vinujin 

2nd Lesson Phil. 4: 10-20 Anju Samuel 

Gospel Luke 19: 11-27 

Intercession Ezhil Vinujin 

Preacher Vivn John Kurien 

Reader Rejo Mathew Kurian 

 

11 Jul 2021 Sunday, 2:30pm – Holy Communion Service in English 

Theme: Theological Education: Knowing and Doing Faith 

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION SUNDAY 

1st Lesson Exodus 3:1-12 Bright DL 

Psalm 111 Vinay Binesh 

2nd Lesson 2 Timothy 2: 1-13 Neethu Rajesh 

Gospel John.12: 20-26  

Intercession Beena John 

Celebrant Rev Thomas Isaac 

 

18 Jul 2021 Sunday, 2:30pm – Matins Service in Malayalam 

Theme: People of God: Salt and Light 

1st Lesson Isaiah 49: 1-7 Danny Andrew John  

Psalm 27 Esther Rebecca Suraj 

2nd Lesson Ephesians 5: 1-5 Binija Raj   
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Gospel Matt 5: 13-16  

Intercession Sheeba Mathew  

Preacher Br. Ashraf (Convention Speaker) 

Reader Saji K David 

 

 

25 Jul 2021 Sunday, 2:30pm - Matins Service in English 

Theme: Ordained Ministry: Marked by the Wounds of Christ 

1st Lesson  1 Samuel 22: 12-23 Vivin John Kurien 

Psalm 56 Alvin Luke Daniel 

2nd Lesson Galatians 6: 11-18 Daniel Wesley Jones 

Gospel John 21: 15-19  

Intercession Mahima Ann Philip 

Preacher Rev. Shiju Samuel 

Reader Rajesh Albert 
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News and Notes 
 
 

1. Change in Sunday Service Schedule and Mode 

In view of the latest ease in safe management measures, we will resume 
our physical Sunday service from Sunday, 4th July at 2:30 pm at My 
Saviour’s Church. Capacity will be limited to 50 pax. All participants must 
register via google form and strictly adhere to the COVID 19 safety 
measures as published in the church WhatsApp groups. Thanks to the 
service preparation team for their immense help and support.  

2. Monthly Holy Communion Services 

PCC of My Saviour’s church has agreed to provide pastoral support for 
Sunday Holy Communion Service once every month.  We are also 
exploring the possibility of online holy communion service with the help 
of our vicar Rev Shiju Samuel. The details will be published in due course.  

3. Praying for the World - Virtual Prayer Meet 

We live in a world where situations and events unfold that require us to 
come before God in prayer - to petition and plea and intercede on behalf of 
others. Praying for the World is the virtual prayer meet conducted by 
Sunday school children in order to intercede for the current world’s 
situation. This has been conducted during June 2021 school holiday, every 
Monday and Wednesday from 9 - 9:30PM. All the sessions were very 
effective. May God bless all the children who involved in it. Sincere 
appreciation to the Sunday school team for coordinating and conducting 
such a meaningful prayer fellowship activity for kids.  

4. Youth Fellowship Retreat - Virtual 

Youth fellowship Retreat was conducted from 15th - 17th June via zoom 
with around 8 youth joining from our congregation. Mr. Nigel Goh Chiaw 
Pheng from Cairnhill Methodist church was the speaker. He serves in the 
Children’s ministry in Singapore and is currently pursuing his Bachelors in 
Divinity from Trinity Theological Institute. The retreat was engaging and 
interactive, with Nigel sharing about his journey with the Lord including 
his ministry and mission trips. Praying for the Holy Spirit’s intervention in 
our youth children’s lives. Thanks to the youth fellowship team for 
coordinating this three-day session to enhance youths spirt in Christ and 
ministry.  
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5. Annual Church Convention – Virtual  

Annual church convention will be held from 16th to 18th July.  Br. Ashraf 
and Sis. Semina from CSI Church Vakola, Mumbai will be the speakers. 
Theme of the convention is “Life in Christ in the Midst of Pandemic” 
Bishop Rt. Rev. Dr. Malayil Sabu Koshy Cherian will inaugurate the 
convention on Friday 16th July at 7:30pm. Please participate prayerfully 
with family and invite your friends as well. 

6. Committee Retreat 

A retreat for Executive Committee members and organisational leaders 
will be held on 9th August at 10 am via zoom. Rev. Dr. Shajen Idicula 
Achen will lead the sessions. All Executive Committee members and 
organisational leaders are requested to participate. 

7. Articles for newsletter 

All members are encouraged to send relevant articles/creative work for 
publishing in the newsletter. Please arrange to send your contributions by 
3rd week of the month to President or Secretary.  

 

  



CSI Immanuel Congregation (Singapore) 

Jul 2021                                                                                                                                                                9 

  

Daily Bible Reading Guide 
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 by The Women’s Fellowship 

 

A TRAIN JOURNEY 

I left home for the first time in 1987.  I was going to Orissa to join my sister 

and further my studies. We took a train to a town called Cuttack. It was a 

thirty-six-hour journey.  What struck me was how empty and barren Tamil 

Nadu was.  There was only an occasional   palm tree with small huts here and 

there and a very fragile looking people.  Today if we pass by Tamil Nadu on the 

same route, we will find that it is so much more green, with paddy fields, 

banana plantations and coconut plantations.  We don’t   find huts any more.  

People live in proper homes and they wear good clothes. 

From this I learnt that, we can make even a barren land green.  We can also do 

the same with our lives.  We can make our lives much more fruitful by using 

natures resources wisely.  With lot of hard work and aim we can transform our 

lives.  Just as it is said in the Bible.  If we put honesty and hard work and trust 

God by respecting nature which he created for us, our lives need not be barren. 

 

By Sheeba Mathew 
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What made me believe in God. 

I honestly don’t know what made me believe in God. However, I know it’s my 

parents who instilled this in me and I just readily accepted Him. I especially 

remember my mother taking loads of videos of me singing, dancing and 

playing when I was in Kindergarten. She showed one particular video, in 

which I was singing openly about God...about how I loved Him...how He loved 

me and so on. You know how a river first starts off as a long narrow stream 

and then spreads out, making the land around it fertile and good for growing 

crops? For example, the river that God created at the start of creation (Genesis 

2: 10-14)? When we realize that God loves us with all his heart that he will 

always be there for us, we are practically overwhelmed with love for God. This 

is the beginning of us being a river that starts off narrow and then spreads. 

Like a river, we must spread our love for God to others. 

The other river that flows from us is God himself. When we believe and trust 

God and bring out the fruit of the Spirit on our character, it means that God is 

within us and is guiding us. Just like how a leaf is guided by the water currents 

on where to flow, God is the Living River within us that leads us on. In 

Jeremiah 2:13, it says that one of the sins the Israelites has committed was that 

they had forsaken God who is the spring of Living Water! So basically God was 

not with them. Hence, we should NEVER turn away from our faith and let God 

leads us on so that he will always be with us and that we can live in God’s 

kingdom.       

By Leah Robin 
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The Good Talker 
 “Who needs him, he’s such a loser.” 

Roger responded to his friend Steven 

when the subject of Danny came up. 

 

“That’s a pretty harsh thing to say 

about your brother.” Steven 

responded. Roger knew it was harsh. 

He thought back when he and Danny 

were kids. Danny, the older by a year 

and a half, was always the guy who 

could “fix anything”. Oh, how mom and 

dad bragged on Danny when he fixed the washing machine or the 

lawnmower or unclogged a drain in the kitchen. At first, Roger tried to 

learn to do what Danny did but it never worked out. 

 

Finally, in high school, Roger found his gift and like his own dad, it was 

the gift of gab. He won competition after competition in speech, 

debate and other forms of speech giving. He seemed to have a natural 

ability to talk to people, give speeches or just get people to see things 

his way or rally to his cause. It served him well as he moved into a sales 

career whereas Danny built a very successful auto mechanics business 

around his skill. 
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But sadly, for all the success the brothers had, their dislike of each 

other kept them apart. Danny never understood that talking was a good 

skill and Roger thought being able to tinker with machines or pipes or 

wires was a geeky way to be. They fought about it endlessly until Danny 

moved out, but holidays were always tense except when they went to 

see Grandma. Everything stopped at Grandma’s house because she saw 

them as her sweet baby boys and for a while when they visited her, 

they were sweet and children again, innocent and always ready to play. 

 

Steven left his friend Roger in his office thinking about his brother. 

Roger wondered if there was ever to be a way to make things ok 

between them. He didn’t know that over at his garage, while fixing a 

car, Danny was wondering the same thing. Roger’s thoughts were broken 

by the phone ringing. He answered it. The sound of urgency in the voice 

was frightening. 

 

“Roger, the floods have his Pilger.” Steven informed him. Pilger was not 

far from the large city where his family grew up. “The water is rising 

there and people are becoming trapped in their second floors. The Red 

Cross is going in to try to get people out.” 

 

At first, Roger didn’t get too alarmed but then he remembered, Pilger 

was where Grandma lived. He picked up the phone and called her but no 

answer. He knew she lived alone in that big house and probably could 

not get to the phone. The thought of her alone facing that terror was 

more than he could stand. Moving almost on instinct, Roger got moving. 

He organized a rescue mission for the town of Pilger using his huge 

network of contacts at church, work, his clubs and his business 

contacts. Within hours, Roger had an army of men and machinery 

gathered in the parking lot of the Church. They were ready to invade 

Pilger and save those people. 

 

“Folks,” he announced to the crowd of rescuers from his bullhorn. “We 

need to pray. My grandma is down there and you all have relatives there 
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too. Let’s pray that God help them until we can get there.” And then he 

bowed his head and led them in prayer. 

 

“Roger we have another area to pray about.” Steve shouted out. “Lots 

of these boats are broken. We need mechanical help or getting all of us 

down there will be no good. We need someone who can fix anything.” 

Roger felt his face go hot with emotion because it was like God was 

telling him, “Get Danny.” He had no time to wallow in self-pity or 

resentment at Danny. He picked up his cell phone and called his 

brother’s number. 

 

All he had to say to Danny was “Danny, its Roger, grandma’s in danger. 

Get down here.” And he knew Danny would fly to the scene. And that is 

what happened. Danny brought his tools and workers and in no time, 

they had the machines in tiptop shape. Side by side, the brothers 

loaded the boats and together they got to Pilger and got every citizen 

out. As the brothers sat side by side on the boat heading to grandma’s 

house they both suddenly knew why they were so different. Danny knew 

that he could have never gotten such a huge response and organized 

the rescue so beautifully. And Roger knew that Danny’s gift for fixing 

things was crucial to their success. 

 

As they got grandma into the boat, she hugged them both and kissed 

them and then she said what they both were thinking. “God has given 

each of you boys a wonderful spiritual gift. Working together you are a 

powerful tool for him.” They knew it was right because that is how God 

blesses the church. By giving everyone unique and wonderful gifts, we 

all can work together to do what God has for us to do. Separate we are 

incomplete but together we are powerful tools for God to use for good. 

 
Therefore, you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will keep you strong to the end, so that you will 
be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God, who has called you into 
fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful. [1 Corinthians 1:7-9] 
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Snippet from Children’s work…  
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Birthdays & Wedding Anniversaries 
  

Birthdays in July 

01 Jul Joyan Vinujin Malar 

06 Jul Donna Sunil 

06 Jul Linda Johnwin 

10 Jul Delroy Sunil 

15 Jul Valsa Mathew 

15 Jul Thangam Thomas 

24 Jul Daniel Wesley Jones 

25 Jul Esther Rebecca Suraj 

25 Jul  Isaac Eapen Suraj 

26 Jul Alvin Luke Daniel 

29 Jul Shiny Paul 

  

Wedding Anniversaries in July 

04 Jul Mathew Lukose & Sheeba Mathew 

09 Jul Bright D L & Bindya Jacob 
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Prayer Requests 
❖ Praise God for Megan’s healing. 

❖ Pray for the healing of Mrs. Geetha Daniel and Samson Thomas George. 

❖ Capt. Alpha Abraham, Robin John Mathew, Sudeep Kumar and Dr. Mary 

Daniel, let us thank God for their healing. 

❖ Fathers of Mr. Sunil Kumar, Mr. Daniel Wesley and Mrs. Juley Robin. 

❖ Mothers of Mrs. Jolly Saji, Mr. Mathew Lukose and Mr. Rajesh Albert.  

❖ All our elders, especially Grace Aunty, Mary Paul Aunty, Molly Charles 

Aunty, Ponnamma Aunty, Thankamma Aunty and Valsa Mathew Aunty. 

❖ For all mission fields and missionaries. 

❖ Those who are not coming to church and prayer meetings: to have the 

spiritual urge to gather together. 

❖ For the smooth functioning of our church organizations (Sunday School, 

Youth Fellowship, Women’s Fellowship, Men’s Fellowship and Choir).  

❖ Our Church to be a witnessing community. 

Immanuel Congregation (Singapore) 

Registered Office: 111 North Bridge Road, Peninsular Plaza, #27-01 

Singapore 179098 

Ph: 64563380, 63891872, 90605146 (HP)  

Email: singaporecsi@gmail.com 

Worship Place: My Saviour’s Church, No 2 Prince Charles Crescent, 

Singapore - 159011 


